
The Truth About Sin 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

Sermon Series:  Coming Home 



Solomon:  “It’s Not All Pain” 

• Living apart from God is a mixture of 
both pleasure and pain.   
 

• And the pleasure, at least at the 
beginning, drowns out the pain. 



1 Kings 3:7,9 (NIV) 

• "Now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my 
father David. But I am only a little 
child…9 So give your servant a 
discerning heart to govern your people 
and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this 
great people of yours?" 



Solomon:  “It’s Not All Pain” 
(cont’d) 

 
• Solomon’s future success would 

depend upon his continued devotion to 
God. 

 



1 Kings 9:4-5 (NIV) 

• "As for you, if you walk before me in 
integrity of heart and uprightness, as David 
your father did, and do all I command and 
observe my decrees and laws, 5 I will 
establish your royal throne over Israel 
forever, as I promised David your father 
when I said, 'You shall never fail to have a 
man on the throne of Israel.'  

 



1 Kings 9:6-7 (NIV)  

 6 "But if you or your sons turn away from me 
and do not observe the commands and 
decrees I have given you and go off to 
serve other gods and worship them, 7 then 
I will cut off Israel from the land I have 
given them and will reject this temple I 
have consecrated for my Name. Israel will 
then become a byword and an object of 
ridicule among all peoples.” 



Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 (NIV) 

• I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test 
you with pleasure to find out what is good." 
But that also proved to be meaningless. 2 
"Laughter," I said, "is foolish. And what does 
pleasure accomplish?" 3 I tried cheering 
myself with wine, and embracing folly—my 
mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to 
see what was worthwhile for men to do under 
heaven during the few days of their lives.  



Ecclesiastes 2:4-5 (NIV)  

•  4 I undertook great projects: I built 
houses for myself and planted 
vineyards. 5 I made gardens and parks 
and planted all kinds of fruit trees in 
them. 6 I made reservoirs to water 
groves of flourishing trees.  



Ecclesiastes 2:7-8 (NIV) 

• 7 I bought male and female slaves and had 
other slaves who were born in my house. I 
also owned more herds and flocks than 
anyone in Jerusalem before me. 8 I 
amassed silver and gold for myself, and 
the treasure of kings and provinces. I 
acquired men and women singers, and a 
harem as well—the delights of the heart of 
man. 



Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 (NIV) 

•  10 I denied myself nothing my eyes desired;  
       I refused my heart no pleasure.  
       My heart took delight in all my work,  
       and this was the reward for all my labor.  

•  11 Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had 
done and what I had toiled to achieve,  
 everything was meaningless, a chasing after 
the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 

 



David:  “It’s Not All Pleasure” 

• Psalm 32:4 (NIV), “For day and night 
Your hand was heavy upon me; my 
vitality was turned into the drought of 
summer.” 
 

• David experienced the anxiety that sin 
induces in our lives. 



Moses:  “It Can Last a Long Time” 

• We can spend months or years living in 
the far country (sin), without any severe 
consequences. 
 

• Ecclesiastes 8:11 (NIV), “Because the 
sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of 
men is fully set in them to do evil.” 



Moses (cont’d) 

• There are two reasons God does not 
always discipline us immediately for our 
disobedience: 
 

• His Patience  



Moses (cont’d) 

• 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV), “The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance.” 
 

• His Purpose 
 



Moses (cont’d) 

• Deuteronomy 32:10 (NIV), “He found 
him in a desert land and in the 
wasteland, a howling wilderness; He 
encircled him, He instructed him, He 
kept him as the apple of His eye. 



II. Reproofs for Our Return 

• A reproof is a difficult circumstance God 
allows in our lives to teach us a lesson. 
 

• We can either ignore God’s reproofs or 
learn from them. 
 

• God uses 3 kinds of reproofs in our lives: 



Reproofs God Uses  

• Financial Pressure 
 

• Luke 15:13-14 (NIV), "Not long after that, 
the younger son got together all he had, set 
off for a distant country and there squandered 
his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be in need.” 



Reproofs God Uses (cont’d) 

• Family Pressure 
 

• If God cannot get our attention through 
our wallets, He may use the alienation 
of our mates or the rebellion of our 
children to reach us. 



Reproofs God Uses (cont’d) 

• Illness 
 

• God allows sickness for 3 reasons: 
• Some sickness is given to lead to death 
 
• Some sickness is given for God’s glory 



Reproofs God Uses (cont’d) 

• 2 Cor. 12:9 (NIV), “Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may 
rest on me.” 
 

• Some sickness is the result of personal 
sin 



III. 3 Principles About Discipline 

• God’s discipline is impartial 
• Numbers 14:22-23 (NIV), “…not one of 

the men who saw my glory and the 
miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in 
the desert but who disobeyed me and tested 
me ten times- 23 not one of them will ever see 
the land I promised on oath to their 
forefathers. No one who has treated me with 
contempt will ever see it.” 



Principles of God’s Discipline (cont’d) 

• God’s discipline is restorative 
 

• Hebrews 12:7, 10 (NIV), “Endure hardship 
as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For 
what son is not disciplined by his father?... 
10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as 
they thought best; but God disciplines us for 
our good, that we may share in his holiness.” 



Principles of God’s Discipline (cont’d) 

• God’s discipline is instructional 
 

• Acts 5-story of Ananias and Sapphira 
• 1 Cor. 10:11 (NIV), “These things 

happened to them as examples and 
were written down as warnings for us…” 



Invitation 


