
The Compassionate Plan of 
Grace
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Sermon Series:  Amazing Grace



Introduction

• When was the last time you met a 
wretch strolling down the avenue?  

• How about a transgressor?  

• A worker of iniquity?



Introduction (cont’d)

• We find the term wretch, of course, in 
“Amazing Grace.”  

• Let me ask you, how do you feel when 
you sing that phrase “a wretch like me”? 



Introduction (cont’)

• We can never arrive at any definition of 
grace without sin as our point of 
departure.  

• Paul was the apostle of grace, but he 
never denied the apostasy of sin. 



1 Timothy 1:13-14 (NIV)

• “Even though I was once a blasphemer 
and a persecutor and a violent man, I 
was shown mercy because I acted in 
ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of 
our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.”



Romans 3:10-12 (NIV)

• “There is no one righteous, not even 
one; 
11 there is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God. 

12 All have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 
not even one.”



Romans 3:13-14 (NIV)

• 13 “Their throats are open graves; 
their tongues practice deceit.”

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”
14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and 
bitterness.” 



Romans 3:15-18 (NIV)

• 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 

17 and the way of peace they do not 
know.” 
18 “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”



Principles of Grace

• #1-Grace Apart from Works

• Romans 3:21, “But now the 
righteousness of God apart from the law 
is revealed.”



Grace Apart from Works 
(cont’d)

• In the entire world, only two religions 
are found.  

• The first of them might be called the 
religion of divine accomplishment.  

• The second is the religion of human 
achievement.  Paul sets these two 
conflicting ideas against one another.



Grace Apart from Works 
(cont’d)

• Romans 4:5 (NIV), “However, to the one who 
does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness.” 

• 2 Timothy 1:9 (NIV), “He has saved us and 
called us to a holy life—not because of 
anything we have done but because of his 
own purpose and grace. This grace was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning 
of time…”



Principles of Grace (cont’d)

• #2-Grace:  Accepted by Faith
• Romans 3:22, “Even the righteousness 

of God, through faith in Jesus Christ.”

• Now we turn to the idea of faith.  Listen 
to the frequency with which it comes 
through Paul’s pen in Romans 3:



Grace Accepted by Faith 
(cont’d)

• “God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith” (v.25).

• “The justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus” (v.26).

• “A man is justified by faith” (v.28).
• “Justify the circumcised by faith” (v.30).
• “And the uncircumcised through faith” (v.30).
• “Do we then make void the law through 

faith?” (v.31).



Principles of Grace (cont’d)

• #3-Grace:  Available to All Who 
Believe

• “….to all and on all who believe.  For 
there is no difference; for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.”

• -Romans 3:22-23



Grace Available to all who 
believe (cont’d)

• Key word:  all. God’s net is as large as 
the number of people who are willing to 
fall into its safety.

• No one is outside the scope of His 
grace. 



Grace Available to all who 
believe (cont’d)

• #4-Grace:  Attained by Justification

• “Being justified…” –Romans 3:24

• I may forgive you for doing me wrong, 
but I haven’t justified you.  



Attained by Justification 
(cont’d)

• The judge may throw your case out of 
court, but it doesn’t affect your true guilt 
or innocence.

• Pardon simply takes away the 
punishment for a sin. 

• Justification erases any record of your 
transgression.



Principles of Grace (cont’d)

• #5-Grace:  Awarded Freely

• “Being justified freely…” -Romans 3:24

• You already know the Latin word for 
“freely”:  gratis.  



Grace: Awarded Freely 
(cont’d)

• Revelation 22:17 tells us that the water 
of life is given freely [gratis] to anyone 
who wants it.  

• Jesus says in Matthew 10:8 that freely 
[gratis] we have received, and freely 
[gratis] who should give.



Principles of Grace (cont’d)

• #6-Grace:  Acquired through 
Redemption

• “Being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.”

-Romans 3:24



Acquired Through 
Redemption (cont’d)

• Have you ever redeemed a coupon?  
Sure enough, we’ve come to the 
language of the marketplace.

• Paul walked through the streets of 
Rome and Corinth, where slaves were 
brought and sold like apples from a fruit 
stand. 



Principles of Grace (cont’d)

• #7-Grace:  Accomplished through 
Propitiation

• “Whom God set forth as a propitiation 
by His blood…” –Romans 3:25



Accomplished Through 
Propitiation (cont’d)

• Propitiation

• The Ark of the Covenant provided a 
picture of judgment.  But the mercy seat 
became a picture of grace through the 
Day of Atonement.



Invitation

• Have you been excusing a sin in your 
life by calling it another name?

• An unfortunate trait?  An unproductive 
habit?

• Before we can experience abundant 
grace, we must understand our 
depravity and Christ’s total love.


