
Resurrection Realities
Matthew 28:1-20

Easter Series:  Come On and Get 
Happy!





1. It’s the Resurrected Jesus that 
Rewards Faith .

• Mt. 28:7 (NKJV), And go quickly and tell 
His disciples that He is risen from the 
dead, and indeed He is going before 
you into Galilee; there you will see Him. 
Behold, I have told you.” 



Jesus rewards faith (cont’d) 

• Mt.28:8 (NKJV), “So they went out 
quickly from the tomb…” 

• Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV), “But without faith 
it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He 
is, and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him.” 



Jesus rewards faith (cont’d)

• How did Jesus reward their faith?

• Mt. 28:9 (NKJV), And as they went to 
tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met 
them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came 
and held Him by the feet and worshiped 
Him.



Jesus rewards faith (cont’d)

• Jesus rewarded their faith…
• By His presence! "Jesus met them"
• By His proclamation! "Rejoice!"
• By His proximity! "and held Him by the 

feet"
• By His peace! Verse 10, "do not be 

afraid."



2. It’s the Resurrected Jesus 
Removes Fear .

• Mt. 28:10 (NKJV), “Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid…’”

• 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV), “For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind.”



Jesus removes fear (cont’d)

• Fear is evidence that you don't trust 
God to see you through the problem 
you're in.

• John 14:19 (NKJV), "Because I live, you 
will live also."  



Jesus removes fear (cont’d)

• 1 Cor. 15:20-22 (NKJV), “But now Christ 
is risen from the dead, and has become 
the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since by man came 
death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall 
be made alive.”



1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (NKJV)

• But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others 
who have no hope. 14 For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus.



1 Thessalonians 4:15-16 (NKJV)

• 15 For this we say to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will 
by no means precede those who are 
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 



1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 (NKJV)

• 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another 
with these words.



3. The Resurrected Jesus Releases 
His Followers.

• Mat. 28:16-17(NKJV), “Then the eleven 
disciples went away into Galilee, to the 
mountain which Jesus had appointed 
for them. 17 When they saw Him, they 
worshiped Him; but some doubted…” 



Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV)

• 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20

teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen.



Jesus releases His followers (cont’d)

• Where does Jesus release His 
followers?

• As we go!

• V.19, “Go therefore…”



Jesus releases His followers (cont’d)

• Where does Jesus release His 
followers?

• To the world!

• Mt. 28:19, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations…”



Jesus releases His followers (cont’d)

• Jesus releases His followers with what?

• With the Word!

• Mt. 28:19-20, “baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you…”



Jesus releases His followers (cont’d)

• Acts 11:19-21 (NKJV), “Now those who 
were scattered after the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching 
the word to no one but the Jews only. 20 But 
some of them were men from Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who, when they had come to 
Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number believed 
and turned to the Lord.” 



Jesus releases His followers (cont’d)

• Every follower is a disciple maker.

• Every follower is a gospel witness.



Invitation


