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Acts 16:5-8 (NASB)

• 5 So the churches were being 
strengthened in the faith, and were 
increasing in number daily. 

• 6 They passed through the Phrygian and 
Galatian region, having been forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to speak the word in [c]Asia; 
7 and after they came to Mysia, they were 
trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of 
Jesus did not permit them; 8 and passing 
by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 



Acts 16:9-10 (NASB)

• 9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a 
man of Macedonia was standing and 
appealing to him, and saying, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he 
had seen the vision, immediately we 
sought to go into Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them. 



Introduction (cont’d)

• If we could see the Spirit at work in our 
lives, we would realize that in every 
situation God is doing hundreds of things 
we cannot see and do not know.  

• He provides us with exactly what we need 
to face whatever lies ahead.



Introduction (cont’d)

• In place of weakness, the Spirit brings 
power.

• In place of ignorance, He brings 
knowledge.

• In place of human knowledge, He delivers 
divine wisdom and profound insights from 
the depths of God’s sovereign plan.



I. The One Who Comes 
Alongside

• John 14:26 (NASB), “But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said 
to you.”



The One Who Comes Alongside 
(cont’d)

• Twice Jesus used the word helper.  Helper is 
translated into English from a combination of 
two Greek terms:  para (“alongside”) and 
kaleo (“to call”).  The Holy Spirit is the One 
whom our Lord will “call alongside” for the 
purpose of giving us help-specifically in two 
ways:

• 1. The Spirit will teach you “all things.”
• 2. The Spirit will “bring to your remembrance” 

what Jesus said.



One Who Comes Alongside 
(cont’d)

• Some essential basics must be in place 
before we can expect the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance.  

• 1. First and foremost, you must be a 
Christian

• Rom 8:14 (NASB), “For all who are being 
led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons 
of God.”



One Who Comes Alongside 
(cont’d)

• 2. Second, you must be wise.

• Ephesians 5:15-16 (NASB), “Therefore be 
careful how you walk, not as unwise men 
but as wise, making the most of your time, 
because the days are evil.”



One Who Comes Alongside 
(cont’d)

• 3. Third, you must really want to follow the 
Lord’s leading.

• John 7:17 (NASB), “If anyone is willing to 
do His will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God or whether I speak 
from Myself.”



One Who Comes Alongside 
(cont’d)

• 4. Fourth, you must be willing to pray and 
to wait.

•
• 1 John 5:14-15 (NASB), “This is the 

confidence which we have before Him, 
that, if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us.  And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests which we have 
asked from Him.”



II. How Does God Lead Today?

• 1. God leads us through His written Word.

• Psalm 119:105, “Your Word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.”

• 2. God leads us through the inner prompting of 
the Holy Spirit.

• Psalm 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach you in 
the way which you should go; I will counsel you 
with My eye upon you.”



How Does God Lead Today? 
(cont’d)

• The Spirit of God is at work within, 
steering us.  That inner prompting is 
crucial, because much of the time we can’t 
imagine the next step.

• Prov. 20:24, “Man’s steps are ordained by 
the Lord, how then can a man understand 
his way?”



How Does the Spirit Lead 
Today? (cont’d)

• 3. God leads us through the counsel of 
wise, qualified, people.

• 4. The Holy Spirit leads us into His will by 
giving us an inner assurance of peace.

• Colossians 3:15 (NIV), “Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful.”



An Classic Example

• In Acts 16 we find an example of how a 
closed door slammed in the faces of some 
of God’s true servants. 

• Acts 16:6-7 (NASB), “They passed through 
the Phrygian and Galatian region, having 
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the 
word in Asia; and after they came to Mysia, 
they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the 
Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.”



A Classic Example (cont’d)

• A vision appeared to him in the night:  Acts 
16:9 (NASB), “A man of Macedonia was 
standing and appealing to him, and 
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.’”



A Classic Example (cont’d)

• When he got the word, they took the first 
ship out of port and “immediately we 
sought to go into Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them” (Acts 16:10 NASB).



A Classic Example (cont’d)

• Acts 16:12-14 (NIV), “From there we traveled to 
Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of 
that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there 
several days. 

• 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate 
to the river, where we expected to find a place of 
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the 
women who had gathered there. 14 One of those 
listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira 
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was 
a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart 
to respond to Paul’s message.” 



III. How to Deal with a Closed 
Door

• 1. Since God is Sovereign, He is in full 
control.

• Rev. 3:7 (NASB), “I am the One who 
opens and no one will shut, and who shuts 
and no one opens.”

• 2. Being in full control, God takes full 
responsibility for the results.



How to Deal with a Closed Door 
(cont’d)

• 3. The closing of a good opportunity 
occurs in order to lead you to a better one.

• 4. Not until we walk through the open door 
will we realize the necessity of the 
previously closed one.



Invitation

• 1. What makes following Christ difficult for 
you?

• 2. Are you willing to make a major change 
in your life-assuming the Lord is leading?

• 3. Have you ever followed what you 
thought was God’s leading, only to have 
those plans fall apart?


