
Charting the Course for 2011
Genesis 24



I. Establish Our Cause (vv.1-4)

• “Abraham was now very old, and the 
LORD had blessed him in every way. 2

He said to the senior servant in his 
household, the one in charge of all that 
he had, “Put your hand under my 
thigh…”



Establish Our Cause (cont’d)

• 3 I want you to swear by the LORD, the 
God of heaven and the God of earth, 
that you will not get a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I am living, 4 but will go to 
my country and my own relatives and 
get a wife for my son Isaac.”



Establish Our Cause (cont’d)

• We must have something to motivate 
us. 

• We need to have something to drive us.
• We need to have something that brings 

focus to our lives. 
• Eleazar had a cause for his life. 



Establish Our Cause (cont’d)

• We need to beware of vague goals. 

• We need to beware of unworthy goals. 

• We need to beware of unbalanced 
goals. 



II. Examine Our Conditions 
(vv.5-11)

• The servant asked him, “What if the 
woman is unwilling to come back with 
me to this land? Shall I then take your 
son back to the country you came 
from?” 



Genesis 24:6-7 (NIV)

• 6 “Make sure that you do not take my son 
back there,” Abraham said. 7 “The LORD, 
the God of heaven, who brought me out of 
my father’s household and my native land 
and who spoke to me and promised me on 
oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give 
this land’—he will send his angel before 
you so that you can get a wife for my son 
from there.



Genesis 24:8-9 (NIV)

• 8 If the woman is unwilling to come back 
with you, then you will be released from 
this oath of mine. Only do not take my 
son back there.” 9 So the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of his master 
Abraham and swore an oath to him 
concerning this matter. 



Genesis 24:10-11 (NIV)

• 10 Then the servant left, taking with him ten 
of his master’s camels loaded with all 
kinds of good things from his master. He 
set out for Aram Naharaim and made his 
way to the town of Nahor. 11 He had the 
camels kneel down near the well outside 
the town; it was toward evening, the time 
the women go out to draw water. 



Examine Our Conditions 
(cont’d)

• In order for Eleazar to get where he was 
going, he had to know where he was. 

• We must take an honest inventory of 
our lives.



Examine Our Conditions 
(cont’d)

• Therefore we must diagnose our 
problems. We need to know what 
stands between us and accomplish of 
that cause.

• The door of opportunity swings on the 
hinges of opposition. 



III. Encourage Our Confidence 
(Gen 24:7, 8, & 12)

• The Promise Factor (v.7)

• “The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought 
me out of my father’s household and my 
native land and who spoke to me and 
promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your 
offspring I will give this land’—he will send his 
angel before you so that you can get a wife 
for my son from there.”



Encourage Our Confidence 
(cont’d)

• The Profit Factor (v.8)

• “If the woman is unwilling to come back 
with you, then you will be released from 
this oath of mine. Only do not take my 
son back there.” 



Encourage Our Confidence 
(cont’d)

• We need to know the benefits for 
accomplishing our goals. Where is the 
payoff? What is the bottom line? 

• Real motivation comes from proper 
motives. 



Encourage Our Confidence 
(cont’d)

• The Prayer Factor (v.12)

• Then he prayed, “LORD, God of my 
master Abraham, make me successful 
today, and show kindness to my master 
Abraham.”



Encourage Our Confidence 
(cont’d)

• If you are not praying about your cause, 
then you do not think that the cause is 
God-given or depending upon God to 
help you accomplish it. 



IV. Enforce Our Character 
(Gen 24:31, 49, & 56)

• Eleazar disciplined his life (v.21)

• “Without saying a word, the man 
watched her closely to learn whether or 
not the LORD had made his journey 
successful.” 



Enforce Our Character 
(cont’d)

• Eleazar also disciplined his appetites (v. 
31)

• “Come, you who are blessed by the 
LORD,” he said. “Why are you standing 
out here? I have prepared the house 
and a place for the camels.” 

•



Enforce Our Character 
(cont’d)

• There are times that we must set aside 
ballgames, television, vacation, etc. 

• There is no easy or fast way to walk 
with God. 



Enforce Our Character 
(cont’d)

• Eleazar disciplined his time (v. 56)

• But he said to them, “Do not detain me, 
now that the LORD has granted 
success to my journey. Send me on my 
way so I may go to my master.” 



V. Enlist Our Comrades (v.49)

• “Now if you will show kindness and 
faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if 
not, tell me, so I may know which way to 
turn.” 



Enlist Our Comrades (cont’d)

• Eleazar knew that this was not a one-
man show. 

• When people are prosperous they have 
learned to be dependant upon one 
another. 

• Are you a cooperative person? 



Conclusion

• Do you desire to have a prosperous 
new year? 

• Do you want God’s blessing to be on 
your life this year? 

• Do you want to turn problems into 
prosperity? 



Invitation


