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In Luke 18:15-17, we have an interesting encounter between Jesus and a group 
of small children.  Jesus’ attitude toward children contrasted significantly with 
the other religious leaders in Judaism.   
 

In most ancient cultures, children were regarded as a burden until they were 
physically strong enough to contribute to the family.  That is not how Jesus saw 
them.  When Jesus looked at children, He saw a tremendous ministry opportu-
nity.  That is how we should view children as well. 
 

Next week on Wednesday, February 1st at 7pm we will be showing an 
AWANA promotional video and answering any questions you might have re-
garding our new Wednesday night programming featuring Awana.  I hope you 
will take this opportunity and come out to see what AWANA is and what an im-
pact it has on the lives of children participating. 
Then, on Sunday morning February 19th, Dr. Mike Hawkins, an AWANA 
missionary will be our guest speaker.  He will be preaching on the importance of 
children’s ministry.  He will then issue a challenge to you as a congregation to 
support our Awana ministry through your time and talent. 
The following Sunday on February 26th we will have AWANA training right 
after the morning worship service.  We will provide lunch to all those who 
signed up to help with AWANA.  Then, Dr. Hawkins will spend the afternoon 
training everyone.  We will not have an evening service that night. 
On Wednesday, March 1st we will take our group of AWANA leaders to a local 
church so they can see Awana in action.  Finally, Wednesday, March 7th will 
be our AWANA launch date.   
 

I hope you will be in prayer about how God will have you to support our 
AWANA ministry here at New Hope.  We need you to make this ministry to 
children successful.  Let’s see children through the eyes of Jesus-as a ministry 
opportunity to good to pass up. 

Expecting Great Things, Pastor Bryan  
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������ ��� An Opportunity Too Good to Pass Up 
                                                                      Be the Best You Can Be 
�

There are so many opportunities in our church right now to make an impact for 
Christ; especially in our Children's Ministry!  The Youth are continuing in our Bi-
ble study about "courage" with Daniel as one great example of commit-
ment.  They are learning to be the best students and representatives of Christ 
they can be in today’s world and they are going to serve in AWANA!  
�

For years I have heard this saying, “The difference between men and boys is the 
price of their toys.”  While that may or may not be true, it is true that the differ-
ence between being good and being great is the price of one’s commitment .   
 

Every Christian and every Christian organization ought to strive to be the very 
best he or it can be.  Jesus measured greatness in terms of service and com-
mitment .  He once said that the greatest in His kingdom would be the servant of 
all (Mark 10: 43-44).  Always, the example of any Christian is Christ Himself, and 
I cannot imagine Jesus ever doing a poor job of anything.  His level of commit-
ment to life and the will of God resulted in the heavenly exaltation “being given a 
name which is above every name” (Phil. 2: 9).  Someone said, “If you aim at 
nothing that is what you’re likely to hit.”  The challenge before every Christian is 
to be the best he or she can be for the cause of Christ.   
 

Whatever the task is that you have been called to by Christ, that job demands 
your very best.  The difference between a good year and a great year of service 
may very well be your level of commitment.  Today, make your goal as a Chris-
tian servant to be the very best you can be for Christ!�

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Phil. 3: 14.�

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, Tim 
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The Agape Ladies' Sunday School Class will meet for 
breakfast on Saturday morning February 18th @ 9:00 
am.  We will meet at Ryan's in Simpsonville.   �

On Monday, 1/23 David Baldwin and 
Larry Teague delivered 22 bottles of 
Ranch dressing to Shepherds Gate 

Women's Shelter. They were so excited and thankful for our 
donations. They even called us the Ranch Dressing Angels.  

We want to thank everyone that helped with this project! 
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The annual Oasis Valentine Dinner will be on Friday, February 
10th @ 6:00pm in the Parlor.  Anyone 55+ is invited to join us! 
Please see Joan Dabney for more information. 

Gracie Pruitt and Chad Martin that were baptized on 12-4-11 

Chris Deese was named 
Student of the month for 
January at J.L. Mann High 
School! Congratulations 
Chris! 

40  
This number appears many times in Scripture, often indicating a time 
of trial or testing, or simply marking something significant.  

It rained 40 days and nights during the Great Flood. Israel wandered in 
the wilderness for 40 years.  

Jesus fasted for 40 days and was with the disciples for 40 days be-
tween his resurrection and ascension.  

Taking this symbolic number to heart, the Christian church has long 
observed 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays).  
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2/01  Sarah Bumgarner 

          Sandra Teague 

2/02  Joyce McCurry 

2/04  Jane Baldwin 

          Doug Tollison 

2/05  Glori Gossett 

2/06  Tina Fowler 

2/07  Craig Scott 

2/08  Diane Jones 

          Linda Yarbray 

2/09  Lucille Merritt 

2/13  Mary Roach 

2/14  Charles Wilson 

2/15  Dianne Harris 

2/16  Freeman Hipps 

        Justin Armitage 

        Sara Westmoreland 

2/17  Dakoda Hensley 

2/18  Ronnie Gray 

2/20  Bill Robinson 

         Seth Shaw 

2/23  Brandon Coley 

         Joyce Gray 

2/25  Zach Birkner 

         Melanie Ridgeway 

2/27  Vera Fowler 
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The next event for WMU is our Ministry Bags and they will not be due 
till April, more info later.  
 
Then we have our Annual Ladies Breakfast Saturday, April 28th. If 
you would like to decorate a table for the breakfast, let me know. 
 
On a personal note, I want to give a heart felt "THANKS"  to every-
one for all the cards, phone calls, encouragement, and most impor-
tantly the really great food. It's really hard to get any thing done with 
one arm. First couple of weeks was tough but I am doing much, 
much better. Normal may be a while. Again, THANKS!!!!!!!  

Calling all kids! 
 K4—5th grade 

Beginning on Sunday, Feb. 
19th   5:00-6:00pm 

 

Join us for snacks, fun, 
games and music!�

New Hope 
Baptist Church: 
 

Thank you for the wonderful gift and 
making our party and Christmas  
extra special!  Thanks again,  
Residents of Dayspring (formerly 
known as Briarwood Nursing Home) 

Invite your 

Friends! 

Everyone plan to join us on Sunday, 
April 1st as the choir will present 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
at 10:30am.   


